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. Charles Stripling
Superintendent

Liitehedl Coumy Pudlic SRAouls
Camly, Georgiz 31737

Teer Vi, Sunipling:

This I3 ib reference W ACT ivo. £33 (I1570) efagad by the
Ciereral Auseritly 6f the State of Geargle regarding tra toethdd
of selecting tremabors ol tie Llitchell County fsore of Cduaation,
L itted te e Atzaracy Ceneral purgiant to Section J uf the
veting rigats Act of 1062, 2 ehendeil. Yeur submiissien wés completsd
on by 17, 35T upon rocept of inrlerinatidn rovieed by jeur &1I67aTT,
Mre Tilller F. Tysen, Jr.

we teve Jlven carelul considersiion 16 ting Change isvelwed
and tha aupparting roaterials, as vell 83 inforivation and cominents
{ror sther Intercsted partiese With the eycepticn nolted below,
the Attorney Coneral Soes net Interzase any objections to the ¢hange
I5: the methed of seleciing inemders of the diitchell County Doard
of Tduxcation fron. apralntment by tha Creand Jury (o election by
the qualified veters 57 Mitchell County. Howaever, wea feel &
teyzonsidiity to psintg aut that Scatlen 3 of the Votlng Rigits Act
vapressly provides taet the leilure of 1t Attorncy Ceneral to otject
cees not Lar any ssbecqeent Judicic] action 1o enjoin Gie enforcemant
el the clarnge,

S hila the Attornay General fo2s not obfaCt T tie chisage
in the metdcd of selacting members of the beurd, we cannot to reach
a flte conclution with reaject to the syste: adopied for the


http:Ccur\r.lr

election of these bnsrd rcembers, On the basls of cur cnalysis, we
are unable to conciule, a3 we Mmust waler tne Voting Rights Act,
that the iecposition of at‘lﬂfsc elections s ~lch incorporate the use
o residency districts, the majerity vote requircinent and ceslynated
peats vl met have » reclally discrimirstory effect, Lnder recent
Suprerme Court decisluns, 160 which we feel shligated to glve great
weight, election syate3 Contining such fratures tave feen faund
to have the patential loc minlntzing wn? cancemacz cut the voting
strengti of ra"ml cinueltios. See Lrite v Lezestor, 812 U, ¥35
(19733 cieiver v, ietglithen, §33 B, 2042 7’,—(;2.‘; wize 1973), aifd
vl roT. Tzt orrall Parish School Guied v 1 ars “ail, €24 U.S,

$3z {J576R MevitL v, dices, 37 i ¥. 2. w*. {sth Tige 89731,

Sur onaiysis reveals Uat atthough hlacia constitute forty nine
percont af the ;mpul.:tion o kditchel! County enly one tlack has
eVer coen elected to Y.y Mitchell Ceunty boara ¢f fducatien. Gur
andlysls furtier reveals that blec witing r.le'@ raclal lines lilcely
exists m witcivell Tounty, Under ttesc circumstances and in view
of the ghove cited court decislons, I avust, en behell of the Attorney Censrai,
interpolcd an objection to the election 2ystea os set {orth in the
pravisisns of Act fvee 330

€1 course, Ssction 5 permits you to stck 2 declaratory judginent
drom e United States Dislrict Sourt for the Slstrict of Cojumdla
that thls chanze doet rit have the purpese nar will have the offect
ol Jenylag or ebridgleg the right 1o vote 65 acoount of race or color,
Pewever, unlil suth Judse ent is remered Ly that 7 ourt, the Jepal
eficct ol the chjecticn 2y the Attaraey Cenerad it te render Gis
ciange jupally onexfarcealle.

James P. Tuther
Actiag Assldtant Attcrasy Ceneral
Clvit Rights Division
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